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cotmNUED onNW; Paee

- Impnnt Bookston! Meuarllne. 820
Wl1er St. Port Townsend, 'f'rirw:ess
Tiles: pairltinp by Al'ldru ~,
ThIOUIt1Mirth 30 ~Saturdays,

10:30 I rn. 5 p m 360-385·4679.

Check mark Indicates show of special merit.
designated by Regina Hackett. P-I an critic.
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ALDIS IIDnL. - 1007 FlIstAve.
Austr.l"rl Abori&i~1 fine lit pnl'lls.
ThroughMlrch. Plmll~ by CherIO'Bri­
en. Throullh April 30. Fridlys. 5-9 pm.
Slturdlys. 10 .. m.·8 p.m.: SuIldly5. 10
l.rn.-6 p.m 206-624 48«.

... .. ...- 8II&U8'J

• ReginaHackettcan be reached
at 206-448-8332 ore-mailher at
reel'lilhacketl seattle-Picom

ART REVIEW

New Jersey sculptor DeborahAscbbelm's crutioDs, such IS "Evenfto,"
above . depicllife Iorms decomposiJ>«II the cell......... I.

The .. her poinlinp amplily
andsubvertthis one.making for an
usuaIJylivelyviewing experience.

..... Se... lives in San
Inego but maintains strong _.
west ties, as he provided the antic
end of the ilass art experiment
during the loundingof Pikh uck
Glass Schoolin the 1970s.

ForScanp, any visual X
"I'JUsany visual Y.With ""8b
grece. he lon:os the elementsof
IUs......... 'cui".... and acrytic
""'''''''II-'10get along.Unfonu·
nately, It' S been years since his work
)OOked goodin its ownoompany.

As one artist among manyin a
group show,he can lookbrillw.. AI
BryanOhm, a soloventure, that
brilliance M8l'S thin.

Scanp comesup with ooe
good piece and repeats it 10de&th.A
small bronze with a mottledblue
patina titled "Snail andSpoon" is a
case in point. It's ~rgeous., with
S!l"'8mJess conjunctions of unlikely
I'onnL

Besideit are four aIIo-rans,
_buI.-Jy _. fftlm
showwereone-tenthits presenI
siZeand well se8:ted, it would be
terrific.

It's a small showthat doesn't
feel small. The paintings playoff
eachother and fi ll the room,

~l~....""benmceand . e8Choth-
er', fiBweiIround . .

"Bum" ;,. stytioed.vapeIy
JIIpIlneSe version of upside-down
hellfire. A blackened massof reds
<lescendsth""8b spece in crimped
yet' unruly waves.Beneath it is
wreckedair, with blue andpink
patterns smothered by thick
wh....

• 0. ....... _hh.'.at Suyama
Spooo,2324 Sealnd Ave.Through
May 7. MondBys-Fridays,9 .. m.-5
p.m. 206-25fHJ809..An*'z.Id at James Harris Gal­
lery, 309A Third Ave. S. ThrouKh
April 2.~ I<l-:io
Lm.-&.30p.m. 206-903-6220.__ ..., 2017

Second Ave. Through April I.
Tuesdays-Sa turdays, I I a.m.-6
p.m.206-256-6392.

...... Sea... at Bryan Ohno
Gallery, 155 S. Main St. Through
Mlm:h 31.T~ II
am.-5 p.m.206-667-9572.

By REGINA HACKETr
Jl.IAf(T (RmC

A- ........,...on
the cellular ~L whach is
where Deborah Asch·
helm represents them.

This New Jersey
sculptor makes clunky spores,
cracked halos and unraveling coils
that look like cells of a life form
""idly landcarejess Iy) awrooch·
mg its demise. Ranging from palm­
sizeto an ann's span.they hangin
clusters from theceiling and rise
languidly from the floor at
Suyama Space, serving as the latest
in a series of exhibits curated
there by Beth Sellars.

Aschheim uses wooden arma­
tures covered in gek:ap:s.babybottle
nipples or silk. Most are smeared
with a drippy yel!o'Nepoxy that
suggestsboth devil-may-careex­
cess and interior Oecay.Thedaum
she delivers is che8p to the core.
but it managesto makeelegance
seem stuffy.

An*' Z8Id is a young Los
Anoelesartist whose pholognphs
look.as if he didn't take them.

What human coukl have?
Maybe pigeons view the wor ld in this
un(athomably blank way.Casting
their beadyeyes down long. narrow
stretches of nidJttime I....apAnge-
les. they wouldn't be compelled to
order the experienceinto a com­
position

This peculiar lack of coher­
ence makes these colored prints at
the Ja mes Harris Galleryfiercely
compelling.If a neutron bomb feU,
leavingstructures inta1 and eIimi·
natingpeople, Los""S"1eswould
look jod as Zaki leeS It: dewid of
OUTpresence but DOlyet free from
our design.

Street lighls on timers would
continue to hashon and off for
awhile, and trees wou kl continue
to grow without cracking their con­
crete containers.

The instanl: we're gone,how­
ever, the meaning we've imposed00­

our surroundina'swoWddiSlppear
with us.What iaki has found is a
disconcerting newway 10distance
us from ourselves.

Se ...... ,.... ........
tie'. Ken .., painted himself into
a oorner. His CUf'Te~ extmit II
Howard House delDOrl!ltlales how
t~ he ""' poiIII<dIUm!eff
out of it

No longer is the iltustnltiYe
element choking the life out of his
visual impulse. There's nothing
formulaic:about his newabstractions.
represented by three Iar'geoil-on­
~~

Aschheim
sculptures
lendcharm
to decay

Z2 "'bIll' Ha~ing. SeartlePo&t·lnlellplI('er. F'~, MardI24 2010
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