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On the 50th anniversary
of the pill, A-list New York
women obsess over nappies
and lactation consultants.
Feminism is so ’70s.

Meet the Faminists!

BY IRINA ALEKSANDER
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That low profile continued for much
of her life, but a retrospective at the
Hirshhorn Museum last year, plus re-
installation of her work by the Muse-
um of Modern Art in its Minimalism
room, are bringing her fresh atten-
tion. (Her collectors include Project
Runway’s Tim Gunn, as she was one
of his art teachers.) A leader of the
1960s new wave, Truitt’s large-sale
wooden sculptures are saturated
with color.

“Girl Talk”
Pavel Zoubok, 533 W. 23rd St.

In the 1970s, Colette was a
groundbreaking performance
artist, staging major events and
switching names and personas like
the giant hats she is famous for
wearing. Here, some of her collag-
es and sculptures are paired with
work by India Evans, a younger art-
ist whose images manage to be both
pretty and substantial.

B Simon English
537/BW. 23rd St

This British artist came a little
late to the Young British Artist par-
ty, since he was in Charles Saatchi’s
YBA III exhibition (everybody in the
first one pretty much got famous).
He’s better known for painting, but
here he exhibits both drawings and
small, raw, very personal works.

s8 Amir 7aki
Perry Rubenstein, 527 W. 23rd St.
What are they? The buildings
Mr. Zaki photographs in his moody,
color-saturated shots are difficult
to identify. Are they futuristic bird-
houses? Studios on stilts? Actually,
he shoots empty lifeguard towers
against the California sky. Stripped
of their context (and, often, their
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ladders’), the structures are sculp-
tures suspended in mid-air.

Matthias Schaller
Danziger Projects, 534 W. 24th St.

Before famous German collec-
tor Gert Elfering sold his collection
of more than 100 photographs at
Christie’s auction house, he commis-
sioned Mr. Schaller to photograph
them. Mr. Schaller did so, arranging
them in inventive groups and lean-
ing them up against the auction-
house wall, creating both an artwork
and a souvenir. The result is one of
the more unusual bodies of work on
view in New York.

Bl EHisa Johns

Mike Weiss, 520 W. 24th St.
Through May 8, this seven-year-

old Chelsea gallery shows the works

of Elisa Johns. Atmospheric and
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mythological, the large-scale ethere-
al paintings, mostly graceful strokes
of color against a white background,
portray ancient heroines such as Di-
ana, the huntress.

El “Fleurs”

Benrimon Contemporary,
514 W. 24th St.

What do flowers signify in art:
impermanence, sensuality, beau-
ty, decay? This large show, open-
ing May 6, features both 19th- and
20th-century artists and argues
that the meaning of flowers, and
how they were painted, has
changed radically from the 1880s
through to the present.

Alison Elizabeth Taylor
James Cohan, 533 W. 26th St.

With collectors like Eli Broad
and Val Kilmer, this Chelsea gallery
is only getting more powerful and
better known. On May 7, the gal-
lery opens the aptly named “Fore-
closed,” a show by wood-inlay artist
Alison Elizabeth Taylor. Her images
focus on “the marks, holes and re-
movals found in homes abandoned
by foreclosure.”

Mark Ryden
Paul Kasmin, 293 10th Ave.

Look but can’t buy: This show, by
a cult painter known for his album _
covers (Michael Jackson’s Dangerous,
among many others), was virtually
sold out before it opened. Los An-
geles collectors, mostly, flock to Mr.
Ryden’s Alice in Wonderland meets
John Currin meets big-eyed “precious
moments” figurine images. Sweet and
acrid simultaneously, the kitsch meis-
ter’s fantasy scenes are arresting.

apeers@observer.com

EMERSON STRING
QUARTET

ADVENTURES IN BOHEMIA

“Impeccable blend and balance among

ensemble voices, poise and abundant

energy. " _ The New York Times

A A

Sunday, May 9 at 5:00

DVORAK: String Quartet No.10
DVORAK: Cypresses Nos.1-4

JANACEK: String Quartet No.1 {(“The Kreutzer Sonata”)

DVORAK: Piano Quintet
Pre-concert lecture by
Stanley H. Kaplan Pen

Sunday, May 16 at 5:00
DVORAK: Cypresses Nos.b and 6
DVORAK: String Quartet No.14

3:45 in the

JANACEK: String Quartet No.2 (“Intimate Letters”)

DVORAK: Cypresses Nos.7 and 8
DVORAK: String Quartet No.13

Post-concert d ion with the Eme

and Ara

Wednesday, May 19 at 8:00

DVORAK: Cypresses Nos.9-12

MARTINU: Duo No.1, “Three Madrigals”

on String Quartet

DVORAK: String Quartet No.12 (“American”)

DVORAK: V

All performances in Alice Tully Hall, Starr Theater

Tickets from $45
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