
Skating took root as a sport in California during the 1960s and 70s, a time when extreme activities like surfing

found their niche among the United States populace. Beginning as an urban adaptation of surfing,

skateboarding became the pastime of choice for adolescents and, by the 1980s, acquired a worldwide

following. Soon, city-scapes across the globe began transforming as spaces were created for people to

engage in this uniquely urban sport.
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With time, global infrastructure and architecture dedicated to skating expanded and, in 2016, the

International Olympic Committee agreed to incorporate skating into the 2020 Olympic Games in Tokyo.

Currently, there are a variety of initiatives to convert unused and abandoned urban areas into recreational

spaces, demonstrating that youth participation in the decisions made around the use of urban space can

lead to wider social inclusion.

Wanting to illustrate these expansive recreational spaces, artist Amir Zaki captured, through photographs,

twelve of the largest and most prominent skate parks in California.

With their Brutalistic structures and various sculptural elements, these spaces have come to symbolize the

intersection of art and urban recreation.    

Etnies Park in Orange County, the Rancho Skate Park in Santa Margarita, the  Fillmore Skate Park in Ventura

County, Lake Cunningham Regional Park in San Jose, the Fontana North Skate Park, the SLO Park in San Luis

Obispo, and the Linda Vista Skate Park in San Diego are a few of the parks featured in his album. 
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To create the images, Zaki photographed the spaces from the users' perspective, capturing the skate park in

the early morning hours when it would be empty. Compiled in his book “California Concrete: A Landscape of

Skateparks” —with excerpts from Tony Hawk and Peter Zellner— every one of the 72 photographs includes

dozens of takes, all captured with a digital camera on a motorized tripod.
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In an excerpt featured in Zaki's work, architect Peter Zellner, a resident of Los Angeles, draws a parallel

between skate parks and the near-simultaneous reinvention of American landscape photography, only this

time photographers are turning their lenses away from the natural world to point them at man-made

landscapes.

"Zaki’s remarkable photographs of strangely supernatural skate parks, devoid of their users, inherit this

reinvented tradition by finding beauty in a seemingly denatured concrete suburbia," says Zellner.

Get to know more of Amir Zaki's work by checking out his website and social media.

See more projects for skate parks and take a look at more of our articles, interviews and news on this

topic by following this link.

Image gallery
Save

Home Projects Products Folders Feed

http://www.amirzaki.net/?utm_medium=website&utm_source=archdaily.com
https://www.instagram.com/amir_zaki_/tagged/?utm_medium=website&utm_source=archdaily.com
https://www.archdaily.com/category/skatepark
https://www.archdaily.com/search/projects/categories/skatepark
https://www.archdaily.com/944061/skate-parks-photographs-of-brutalist-recreational-landscapes-in-california/5e4ef5bb6ee67e779e000047-skate-parks-photographs-of-brutalist-recreational-landscapes-in-california-photo
https://www.archdaily.com/944061/skate-parks-photographs-of-brutalist-recreational-landscapes-in-california/5e4ef5406ee67e779e000043-skate-parks-photographs-of-brutalist-recreational-landscapes-in-california-photo
https://www.archdaily.com/944061/skate-parks-photographs-of-brutalist-recreational-landscapes-in-california/5e4ef46a6ee67efe0e0000d4-skate-parks-photographs-of-brutalist-recreational-landscapes-in-california-photo
https://www.archdaily.com/944061/skate-parks-photographs-of-brutalist-recreational-landscapes-in-california/5e4ef56b6ee67e779e000045-skate-parks-photographs-of-brutalist-recreational-landscapes-in-california-photo
https://www.archdaily.com/944061/skate-parks-photographs-of-brutalist-recreational-landscapes-in-california/5e4ef55b6ee67e779e000044-skate-parks-photographs-of-brutalist-recreational-landscapes-in-california-photo
https://www.archdaily.com/944061/skate-parks-photographs-of-brutalist-recreational-landscapes-in-california
https://www.archdaily.com/
https://www.archdaily.com/search/projects
https://www.archdaily.com/catalog/us


Save

Home Projects Products Folders Feed

https://www.archdaily.com/944061/skate-parks-photographs-of-brutalist-recreational-landscapes-in-california/5e4ef5406ee67e779e000043-skate-parks-photographs-of-brutalist-recreational-landscapes-in-california-photo
https://www.archdaily.com/944061/skate-parks-photographs-of-brutalist-recreational-landscapes-in-california/5e4ef46a6ee67efe0e0000d4-skate-parks-photographs-of-brutalist-recreational-landscapes-in-california-photo
https://www.archdaily.com/944061/skate-parks-photographs-of-brutalist-recreational-landscapes-in-california/5e4ef56b6ee67e779e000045-skate-parks-photographs-of-brutalist-recreational-landscapes-in-california-photo
https://www.archdaily.com/944061/skate-parks-photographs-of-brutalist-recreational-landscapes-in-california/5e4ef55b6ee67e779e000044-skate-parks-photographs-of-brutalist-recreational-landscapes-in-california-photo
https://www.archdaily.com/944061/skate-parks-photographs-of-brutalist-recreational-landscapes-in-california/5e4ef5166ee67e779e000042-skate-parks-photographs-of-brutalist-recreational-landscapes-in-california-photo
https://www.archdaily.com/944061/skate-parks-photographs-of-brutalist-recreational-landscapes-in-california/5e4ef5d56ee67e779e000048-skate-parks-photographs-of-brutalist-recreational-landscapes-in-california-photo
https://www.archdaily.com/944061/skate-parks-photographs-of-brutalist-recreational-landscapes-in-california/5e4ef4c76ee67efe0e0000d8-skate-parks-photographs-of-brutalist-recreational-landscapes-in-california-photo
https://www.archdaily.com/944061/skate-parks-photographs-of-brutalist-recreational-landscapes-in-california/5e4ef3ef6ee67efe0e0000bf-skate-parks-photographs-of-brutalist-recreational-landscapes-in-california-photo
https://www.archdaily.com/944061/skate-parks-photographs-of-brutalist-recreational-landscapes-in-california/5e4ef41d6ee67e779e00003b-skate-parks-photographs-of-brutalist-recreational-landscapes-in-california-photo
https://www.archdaily.com/944061/skate-parks-photographs-of-brutalist-recreational-landscapes-in-california/5e4ef3fd6ee67efe0e0000c9-skate-parks-photographs-of-brutalist-recreational-landscapes-in-california-photo
https://www.archdaily.com/944061/skate-parks-photographs-of-brutalist-recreational-landscapes-in-california/5e4ef40e6ee67efe0e0000ca-skate-parks-photographs-of-brutalist-recreational-landscapes-in-california-photo
https://www.archdaily.com/944061/skate-parks-photographs-of-brutalist-recreational-landscapes-in-california/5e4ef5ab6ee67efe0e0000e0-skate-parks-photographs-of-brutalist-recreational-landscapes-in-california-photo
https://www.archdaily.com/944061/skate-parks-photographs-of-brutalist-recreational-landscapes-in-california/5e4ef5e36ee67efe0e0000e2-skate-parks-photographs-of-brutalist-recreational-landscapes-in-california-photo
https://www.archdaily.com/944061/skate-parks-photographs-of-brutalist-recreational-landscapes-in-california/5e4ef54d6ee67efe0e0000dd-skate-parks-photographs-of-brutalist-recreational-landscapes-in-california-photo
https://www.archdaily.com/944061/skate-parks-photographs-of-brutalist-recreational-landscapes-in-california/5e4ef4816ee67efe0e0000d5-skate-parks-photographs-of-brutalist-recreational-landscapes-in-california-photo
https://www.archdaily.com/944061/skate-parks-photographs-of-brutalist-recreational-landscapes-in-california/5e4ef5c86ee67efe0e0000e1-skate-parks-photographs-of-brutalist-recreational-landscapes-in-california-photo
https://www.archdaily.com/944061/skate-parks-photographs-of-brutalist-recreational-landscapes-in-california/5e4ef49c6ee67efe0e0000d6-skate-parks-photographs-of-brutalist-recreational-landscapes-in-california-photo
https://www.archdaily.com/944061/skate-parks-photographs-of-brutalist-recreational-landscapes-in-california/5e4ef44d6ee67efe0e0000d2-skate-parks-photographs-of-brutalist-recreational-landscapes-in-california-photo
https://www.archdaily.com/944061/skate-parks-photographs-of-brutalist-recreational-landscapes-in-california/5e4ef59b6ee67e779e000046-skate-parks-photographs-of-brutalist-recreational-landscapes-in-california-photo
https://www.archdaily.com/944061/skate-parks-photographs-of-brutalist-recreational-landscapes-in-california/5e4ef5316ee67efe0e0000dc-skate-parks-photographs-of-brutalist-recreational-landscapes-in-california-photo
https://www.archdaily.com/944061/skate-parks-photographs-of-brutalist-recreational-landscapes-in-california/5e4ef42e6ee67e779e00003c-skate-parks-photographs-of-brutalist-recreational-landscapes-in-california-photo
https://www.archdaily.com/944061/skate-parks-photographs-of-brutalist-recreational-landscapes-in-california/5e4ef5bb6ee67e779e000047-skate-parks-photographs-of-brutalist-recreational-landscapes-in-california-photo
https://www.archdaily.com/944061/skate-parks-photographs-of-brutalist-recreational-landscapes-in-california/5e4ef43e6ee67efe0e0000cb-skate-parks-photographs-of-brutalist-recreational-landscapes-in-california-photo
https://www.archdaily.com/944061/skate-parks-photographs-of-brutalist-recreational-landscapes-in-california/5e4ef45a6ee67efe0e0000d3-skate-parks-photographs-of-brutalist-recreational-landscapes-in-california-photo
https://www.archdaily.com/944061/skate-parks-photographs-of-brutalist-recreational-landscapes-in-california
https://www.archdaily.com/
https://www.archdaily.com/search/projects
https://www.archdaily.com/catalog/us


Share

Belén Maiztegui

Author FOLLOW

About this author

Save

Home Projects Products Folders Feed

https://www.archdaily.com/944061/skate-parks-photographs-of-brutalist-recreational-landscapes-in-california/5e4ef42e6ee67e779e00003c-skate-parks-photographs-of-brutalist-recreational-landscapes-in-california-photo
https://www.archdaily.com/944061/skate-parks-photographs-of-brutalist-recreational-landscapes-in-california/5e4ef5bb6ee67e779e000047-skate-parks-photographs-of-brutalist-recreational-landscapes-in-california-photo
https://www.archdaily.com/944061/skate-parks-photographs-of-brutalist-recreational-landscapes-in-california/5e4ef43e6ee67efe0e0000cb-skate-parks-photographs-of-brutalist-recreational-landscapes-in-california-photo
https://www.archdaily.com/944061/skate-parks-photographs-of-brutalist-recreational-landscapes-in-california/5e4ef45a6ee67efe0e0000d3-skate-parks-photographs-of-brutalist-recreational-landscapes-in-california-photo
https://www.archdaily.com/944061/skate-parks-photographs-of-brutalist-recreational-landscapes-in-california/5e4ef5896ee67efe0e0000df-skate-parks-photographs-of-brutalist-recreational-landscapes-in-california-photo
https://www.archdaily.com/944061/skate-parks-photographs-of-brutalist-recreational-landscapes-in-california/5e4ef4ac6ee67efe0e0000d7-skate-parks-photographs-of-brutalist-recreational-landscapes-in-california-photo
https://www.archdaily.com/944061/skate-parks-photographs-of-brutalist-recreational-landscapes-in-california/5e4ef5786ee67efe0e0000de-skate-parks-photographs-of-brutalist-recreational-landscapes-in-california-photo
https://www.archdaily.com/944061/skate-parks-photographs-of-brutalist-recreational-landscapes-in-california/5e4ef5246ee67efe0e0000db-skate-parks-photographs-of-brutalist-recreational-landscapes-in-california-photo
https://www.archdaily.com/944061/skate-parks-photographs-of-brutalist-recreational-landscapes-in-california/5e4ef4e66ee67efe0e0000d9-skate-parks-photographs-of-brutalist-recreational-landscapes-in-california-photo
https://www.archdaily.com/944061/skate-parks-photographs-of-brutalist-recreational-landscapes-in-california/5e4ef4d66ee67e779e000040-skate-parks-photographs-of-brutalist-recreational-landscapes-in-california-photo
https://www.archdaily.com/944061/skate-parks-photographs-of-brutalist-recreational-landscapes-in-california/5e4ef4f66ee67e779e000041-skate-parks-photographs-of-brutalist-recreational-landscapes-in-california-photo
https://www.archdaily.com/944061/skate-parks-photographs-of-brutalist-recreational-landscapes-in-california/5e4ef5086ee67efe0e0000da-skate-parks-photographs-of-brutalist-recreational-landscapes-in-california-photo
https://www.archdaily.com/944061/skate-parks-photographs-of-brutalist-recreational-landscapes-in-california/5e4ef4756ee67e779e00003d-skate-parks-photographs-of-brutalist-recreational-landscapes-in-california-photo
https://www.archdaily.com/author/belen-maiztegui
https://www.archdaily.com/944061/skate-parks-photographs-of-brutalist-recreational-landscapes-in-california
https://www.archdaily.com/
https://www.archdaily.com/search/projects
https://www.archdaily.com/catalog/us

